Jomsseelunislddydnuainiawsennsanaun
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Preface

Buddhism is a significant foundation of Thai society.
Buddhist symbols represent Buddhism and are respected. and
adopted by Buddhist people as guidelines for their good livings,
a5 well as morale devices for themselves and their families.

Nevertheless, at present, inappropriate usage of Buddhist
symbols either unintentionally or for commercial purposes
frequently occurs. The Ministry of Culture, as an organization
with a mission to foster Buddhism, therefore publishes the book
entitled, “Guidance for the Use of Buddhist Symbols” to provide
correct understanding and guidelines for concerned organizations

to deal with problems of Buddhist symbols usage.

It is our hope that this book will raise awareness among
the general public the value of Buddhist symbolism and bring
about decent applications of Buddhist symbols.

Hah v
(Nipit Intarasombut)
Minister of Culture \
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Foreword

The Ministry of Culture realizes the importance of the
problems arising from inappropriate usage of Buddhist symbols
and has therefore established the Working Committee to publish

guidelines and manuals for the use of Buddhist symbols in
commercial purposes.

The Ministry of Culture would like to pay respect and
express our deep gratitude to Venerable Phra Mahahunsa
Thammahaso, Chairperson of the Working Committee, as well as
everyone who has contributed to the successful publication of the
book “Guidance for the Use of Buddhist Symbols”. We hope that
this book will contribute as part of the cooperative effort to resolve
problems of inappropriate use of Buddhist symbols which will

further lead to the upholding of Buddhist symbol values.

M ab p7 -
(Somchai Seanglai)

Permanent Secretary for Culture
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Preamble

Theravada Buddhism has been practiced and revered in
Thailand for more than 700 years. Buddhism as a whole possesses
distinctive features: it is a religion of enlightenment, of wisdom, of
rationality, of selflessness (anatta), of balanced development, of
democracy, and of peace. Buddhism forms one of the three main
institutions of Thailand: Nation, religion and monarchy. In Thai
society, Buddhism is a foundation and model for morality and ethics.
It determines social standards including the structure of family life,
and is a basis for tradition and culture. Consequently, Thai culture
along with the lifestyle of the Thai people, from birth to death, and

numerous traditions such as the Songkran and Loy Krathong festivals,

are profoundly connected to Buddhism.

Thai people, both in Thailand and abroad, have great faith in
Buddhism and rely on it for spiritual guidance, as a teaching that leads
to a happy life. One way in which Thai people express their respect
to Buddhism is by using Buddhist symbols and icons to generate

blessings and inner strength for themselves and their families, and to

achieve success in their life.



The appropriate expression of such respect does not cause
questions or concern. The issue at present, however, that is causing
concern and criticism is the use of Buddhist symbols for commercial
purposes or in unsuitable ways. The questions have therefore been

raised which circumstances are appropriate for the use of Buddhist

symbols and whether such symbols should be used for commercial
purposes at all.

The answer to these questions should have a positive effect
on the spiritual life of Thai people,

both at home and abroad, and also

benefit people of other nationalities, both those living in Thailand and
elsewhere.
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The Problem

Due to globalization and the current rise in
materialism, people compete for economic advantages and
seek increased material wealth. They tend to neglect the
spiritual and social effects of this state of affairs. In today’s
world, symbols, including Buddhist symbols, are used
for different reasons. Buddhist symbols are used to honor
Buddhism, even in commercial contexts, to display the symbols
of Thailand, or to remind Thais of Buddhism. But there are
negative consequences when Buddhist symbols are used for
commercial brands or as decoration in improper, impolite or
offensive ways, intentionally or unintentionally, for example
in the sale of shoes, socks, pants, shirts, and alcoholic drinks,
at shops, entertainment places, and recreational places, as

well as dissemination through multimedia, i.e. publications,

television, and the internet.

Py
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Causes for Improper Use of Buddhist
Symbols

The causes for the improper use of Buddhist symbols
are as follows:

1. Lack of understanding concerning the true value of
Buddhist symbols. People may be ignorant of whether their use
of Buddhist symbols is respectful or offensive, because they are

not aware of how to properly conduct themselves in relation to
such symbols.

2. To add more value to commodities by thinking that
if they attach Buddhist symbols to their commodities, this will
bring about luck, better sales, and steeper profits.

3. To be accepted and esteemed by customers. Some
sales persons estimate that their goods will be better recognized

and appreciated by Buddhists if Buddhist symbols are used.
Customers may view the sales
symbols in a positive 1i
Thai culture.

persons who use Buddhist
ght as people who honor Buddhism and

4. To deliberately offend Buddhism. Some individuals
Or groups who are non

. . -Buddhists make efforts to destroy the
Integrity and reliability of Buddhism by discrediting it, hoping
this leads to the decrease in numbers of faithfy] Buddhists.

3
oy F "~



Impacts from the Use of Buddhist
Symbols for Commercial Purposes

Based on an assessment from the past until now,
the impacts arising from the use of Buddhist symbols for

commercial purposes are as follows:

1. Social impact: Buddhists are angry at the instigators
when Buddhist symbols are used improperly for commercial
brands or decorations. As result, members of different religions

are more suspicious of each other and there are more quarrels.

2. Psychological impact: the use of Buddhist symbols
for immoral or vulgar purposes causes people who do not
understand Buddhism or Thai society to think that Buddhism

and Thai society are corrupt and perverse.

3. Ethical impact: such improper use of Buddhist
symbols affects people’s worldview and leads to a lack of
respect and honor. In particular, foreigners cannot discriminate
how to properly treat a Buddha image and generally don’t
know how to express themselves in relation to Buddhist
symbols. Ultimately they are incapable of understanding the
true intention and value of Buddhist symbols.
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Buddhist Symbolism

1. Definition

According to the dictionary of the Royal Academy

(© B.E. 2542), the word “symbol” is defined as “something

conventionally assigned as a representation of another

thing.” For example, a transcribed book is a representation
of a spoken discourse. In the context of Buddhism, symbols
act as a representation of Buddhist ideals and virtues.
These symbols include Buddha images, epithets of the
Buddha, the Wheel of the Dhamma, the crouching deer, the
Buddha’s teachings, symbols for the Sangha such as the eight

requisites, and even the buildings like the ordination hall,

viharas and stupas.

2. Classification
Buddhist symbols can be classified into 4 types:

1) Buddhist teachings (sasana-dhamma): the sayings
and teachings of the Buddha, of the leading male Buddhist
disciples (thera), and of the leading female Buddhist disciples
(theri), both in Thai and in foreign alphabets.

2) Buddhist individuals (sasana-puggala) : this includes
the Buddha, Buddha images of different postures or any parts
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of the Buddha image, epithets of the Buddha, and Buddhist
disciples, including the leading male and female disciples, as

well as monks, nuns and novices.

3) Buddhist buildings & places (sasana-vatthu): for

example, chedis, main temples, and viharas.

4) Buddhist ceremonies and customs (sasana-pithi):
for example, bowing, paying respect, setting altar tables, and

robe presentation ceremonies (Kathina and Phapa).

3. Values and Significance

Buddhist symbols are of great benefit to Buddhists.
Buddhists (except those who are only Buddhist in name) believe
that the Buddha, the Dhamma, and the Sanghé are jewels more
precious than any material jewels or wealth. Precious objects
such as gems produce happiness only in the present life; they
offer only temporary joy and canbe stolen by thieves. The Triple
Gem (Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha), however, is sublime and
conducive to happiness both in this life and the life after.
Although some people cannot get rid of all defilements in this
lifetime, they can accumulate virtue and perfect themselves in
the future.

Buddhist symbols are considered symbolic representations

of Buddhism. If someone uses them for material purposes Or
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shows them disrespect Buddhists are likely to be disappointed
used in

and upset. Therefore, Buddhist symbols should be

wholesome and positive ways:
ures to the value and

There are several important feat

ance of Buddhist symbols:

1) They increase the faith of Buddhists: because
nt the Buddha, artists attempt to capture
rity, peace and radiance of the

in times of trouble or not, when
o Buddha

and their

signific

Buddha images represe
and give expression to the pu
Buddha in material form. Thus,
Buddhists have the opportunity to pay their respects t
images, they experience and recollect these qualities,
confidence in the Triple Gem increases.

2) They help to develop wholesome qualities: since
Buddha images represent the historical Buddha, they remind
people of his outstanding attribute of being a human being and
his teaching that “a well-trained person is a supreme person”.

The Buddha serves as an inspiring example for human beings

to develop and improve themselves and to transcend suffering.

3) They act as a spiritual anchor: Buddha images as
amulets can be a spiritual refuge for Buddhists when carrying
them on the body or placing them in vehicles. They can act as

auspicious and encouraging devices in the life and work of



Buddhists. However, when Buddhists are spiritually mature,

they bring the Triple Gem within. In the end, these external

refuges are no longer necessary.

4) They act as historical markers of Buddhism:
Buddhist symbols reflect the role of Buddhism in various
time periods, including the Sukhothai, Lopburi, Ayutthaya,

Thonburi and Rattanakosin eras, influencing history, social

sciences and politics.

5) They are a medium for art and culture: Buddhist
symbols such as Buddha images, main temples, Dhamma halls,
and living quarters for monks represent the cultural heritage
and way of life for people from different regions in Thailand,
including those of the North, the central region, the Northeast,
and the South. Each region possesses its own unique and
distinctive points of culture, art and sculpture, which reveal the

beauty inherent in the people of these regions.

6) They help in the realization of truth (Dhamma):
Buddhist ceremonies and religious observances refine and
enhance the mind and bring about happiness. Furthermore,

Buddhist ceremony leads Buddbhists to realize and increasingly
value the Dhamma.



7) They foster discipline and harmony: Buddhist

ceremonies help Buddhists to be aware of rules and regulations,

and a proper relationship to the

stages of spiritual practice,

Triple Gem, leading to harmonious and integrated actions

through body, speech and mind.

4
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Buddhist Symbols Unsuitable for
Commercial Purposes

There are many examples that one can see in the
electronic media of Buddhist symbols being used improperly in
different contexts. These include using symbols as decorations
on sidewalks and gardens, using them as a place for hanging
walking-sticks, coats, and hats, using them in combination with
artistic works from other faiths-for example by mimicking a
Buddha image, portraying a Buddha image in various ways,
such as kicking a football, treading the globe, holding a weapon,
wearing clothes and eyeglasses, or wearing a hat and shoes.
They are sometimes used as decorations, as direction signs,
signboards, and ads, or the head of the Buddha is used as a
candle. Occasionally one sees pictures of people climbing on the
neck of a Buddha image. Therefore, several recommendations

have been made concerning the improper use of Buddhist

symbols for commercial purposes. The following items are

considered unsuitable in such an improper context:
1) Buddha images, in all postures

2) Quotations of

female disciples

the Buddha and his famous male and
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3) Photographs, drawings and images of monks and

nuns; monks’ accessories such as the set of three robes (ticivara)
and alms-bowl

4) Acting or behaving like monks in movies in a way
that is unsuitable and will lead the audience to have disrespect

and to lose faith, or will generate a negative image of the Sangha
and cause misunderstanding of the Sangha'’s observances, such

as monks running away from ghosts or engaging in pranks

5) Buddhist temples, viharas and chedis

6) The Wheel of Dhamma and the Buddhist flag
;.‘f’é:\@’ : %‘ai
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Places Unsuitable for Buddhist
Symbols to be used for
Commercial Purposes

Places unsuitable for the use of Buddhist symbols are

places where such use would reduce the value and significance

of such symbols. Such places include:

1) Factories that produce and shops that sell alcohol,

intoxicants, poison, addictive drugs, weapons or things that

resemble weapons

2) Restaurants, cinemas, theaters, recreation halls,

entertainment spots, and places that cater to sexual engagement
3) Slaughter houses and casinos

4) Bathrooms and toilets

;sﬁé\:@z %4 -
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Commercial Goods that should
not Use Buddhist Symbols

Products should not be associated with Buddhist
symbols if this would reduce the value and significance of such

symbols. This includes:

1) Alcoholic beverages, intoxicants, poisons and
weapons
2) Shirts, trousers, underwear, socks, shoes, and

sanitary products

3) Chairs and beds
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Publications and Electronic Media for
which it is Unsuitable to Use Buddhist
Symbols for Commercial Purposes

Publications and electronic tools unsuitable for
the use of Buddhist symbols are those that reduce the value

and significance of such symbols. This includes publications

and other forms of media advertising and promoting the

following items:
1) Weapons and armaments

2) Recreational places, entertainment sites, and any

form of sensual temptation
3) Poisons
4) Alcoholic beverages and intoxicants

5) Cosmetics, trousers, underwear, socks, shoes,

chairs, bedrooms and sanitary products
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Legal Measures for the Protection of
Buddhism in Thailand

The law in Thailand uses the Penal Code, B.E. 2499

(1956) to protect religion and punish offenders, with the

following decrees:

1) Offensive acts towards revered objects and places:

Article 206: whoever acts in an offensive way
towards religious objects and places revered by the public
must be sentenced from one year to seven years, or fined from
2,000 Baht to 14,000 Baht (two thousand to fourteen thousand
Baht), or both sentenced and fined. Thus, whoever willfully

acts offensively to revered religious objects or places is guilty
accordingly.

2) Acts resulting in disorder at religious gatherings:

Article 207: whoever causes disorder at religious

gatherings, whether it be during devotional services or any

lawful religi
religious ceremony, must be sentenced to not more

th . .
an one year of imprisonment, or fined not more than 2,000

B
aht, or both sentenced and fined. Thus, one who willfully
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causes disorder at a gathering
or religious ceremony is guilty
accordingly.

3) The unlawful
wearing of religious uniforms
or use of religious insignia to
pretend to be a member of the

religious clergy:

Article 208:

whoever unlawfully uses
the uniforms or insignia

to pretend to be a monk,
novice, ascetic, or member of any religious clergy with the

intention to convince others that he/she is such a person,
must be sentenced to not more than one year, or fined

not more than 2,000 Baht, or both sentenced and fined. Thus, one

who unlawfully and intentionally uses the religious uniform

or insignia to convince others that he/she is a renunciant in a

religious order must be guilty accordingly.
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Suggestions

Solutions for the commercial application of Buddhist
symbols depend primarily on the intentlon. of tho.se who
use these symbols, because the intention will be different
in each case. If they are applied in connection with objects
used for veneration, such as incense sticks and candles, the
manufacturer may argue that the symbols (as emblems of
particular brands) are suitable to the context and are a source of
blessing for both the manufacturer and the customer who uses
them for religious ceremony. However, using them against
Buddhist principles results in harm and affects the sentiments
of Buddhists. Hence, the duty of Buddhists, both monk and
the laity, is to monitor this situation, and to point out to those
who use Buddhist symbols in the wrong way how this effects
Buddhism. In addition it is advisable to publish explanatory
pamphlets for both Thais and tourists in Thailand, as well as

for distribution abroad into languages such as English, French,

Chinese, Japanese, and Korean. These publications should
include the following recommendations:

1. Recommendations for Tourists and the General
Public

d 1) Proper actions towards the Buddhist teachings: to
study and practice in accordance with the five qualities of lay



Buddhists; to not believe without rational analysis; to believe
in the law of kamma; to believe in the Buddhist teachings more
than believing in individuals; to not walk over or on texts

containing the Buddhist teachings, as this would be considered

disrespectful.

2) Proper actions towards monks, novices and
Buddhist objects: for instance, to stop and give way to monks,

and to sit down in a lower place than monks.

3) Proper action towards Buddhist buildings and

places: for example, to take shoes off before entering the main
temple.

4) Actions forbidden against monks, novices and
Buddhist objects: for example, to take photographs of monks or

novices when they are caught unaware or not self-composed.

5) Actions forbidden against members of monks,
novices and Buddhist objects: for example to climb over
Buddha images, to wear immodest dress while entering the
temple, women touching monks, hugging and embracing in

the temple, using intoxicants and gambling in the temple.

6) Signs of respect: to show respect by placing palms
together at chest level (as a greeting) or at forehead level (sign
of highest respect), and the five point prostration (bowing).
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These are signs of Buddhist ceremony which have become
aspects of Thai culture. Thus, may all Buddhists and Thai
people consider these things and act accordingly to preserve
this sign of national identity.

7) Distinctive objects of worship such as flowers,
joss-sticks and candles should not be set on an altar or table for

ceremonies apart from worship during Buddhist rituals.

8) Buddhist altars (carved sets of tables) should not
be used for intoxicants such as alcoholic drinks or addictive
drugs, or used as a chair. Chairs should not be made to

look like altars. Buddhist altars should not be used for other

religious ceremonies or contain other religious symbols as this
may cause confusion.

9) Buddhist rituals such as the Kathina and Phapa
ceremonies should not be performed in other religions, neither

should the ceremonies of other religions be performed in
Buddhism.

10) Other religious ceremonies such as deity worship
and sacrifice of Brahmanism, spirit worship

or the ceremony

(.yf Mass in Christianity should not be applied and performed
In Buddhist ceremonies.
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2. Recommendations for Businesspeople

1) They should not use Buddhist symbols with
products worn on the body such as clothes or aprons. An
exception is cloth used to cover the Buddha image or used for
a specifically respectful and auspicious purpose.

2) They should not use Buddhist symbols with
intoxicants or weapons, in places where there may be a
lack of restraint (bathrooms and massage parlors) and in
entertainment places, or in connection with activities that go
against Buddhist principles.

3) Buddhist symbols should not be placed in low places.

4) Buddhistsymbols should not be used as adornment

or decoration unless placed as a sign of respect. \ F
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3. Recommendations for Government Agencies

1) They should support and promote laws on the
protection and safeguard of Buddhism to help manage and

offer guidance to Buddhists.

2) They should use government media, other forms
of media, and government personnel around the world to help
recommend and introduce the correct application of Buddhist

symbols for different circumstances and situations.

4. Recommendations for Thai Temples Abroad

1) Thai temples play a vital role in providing and
explaining correct and proper information to Buddhists and

non-Buddhists who use Buddhist symbols for commercial
purposes.

2) Thai temples play a vital role in providing proper
information to Thais residing abroad, so that the Thai people

can be i i
. .a good example in preserving correct principles and be
a positive influence on foreigners

5. i
Recommendations for Thai restaurants abroad

1) Thai restaurants should
example and
as a channel o

develop a Proper understan

serve as a positive

f information so that foreigners
ding.



2) Thai restaurants should provide manuals of
Buddhism on different subjects such as Buddhist teachings
(sasanadhamma), Buddhist individuals (sasanapuggala),
Buddhist ceremony (sasanapithi), and Buddhist objects and
places (sasanavatthu & sasanasathan), which will affect the
attitude and behavior of foreigners who travel to Thailand or

even those who do not travel.
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Conclusion

There are many examples where the use of Buddhist
symbols for commercial purposes both in Thailand and abroad
has been improper. Aspects of Buddha images have been
incorporated into merchandise and used for advertisements,
Buddha images have been used as part of product brands,
Buddha images or the head of the Buddha have been used as

decoration in commercial centers, and Buddha images have

been integrated into pieces of art.

Such actions have had serious consequences. Some
Buddhists have reacted with indignation and anger towards
those who have used Buddhist symbols to sell products or
as decoration. Members of different religions become more
suspicious of one another and think badly of one another.

Those unfamiliar with Buddhism and Thai society may

think that Buddhism or Thai society is corrupt and promotes

temptation or base values. Finally, the improper use of

Buddhist symbols influences people’s outlook and leads to a

lack of respect, and it prevents people from understanding the
true purpose of Buddhist symbols.



of Buddhism and shown disrespect, responsible government
agencies should check which company, shop or individual is
the offender. They should inspect who is the manufacturer,

who is the owner, and who is the seller. Government agencies

and all Buddhists, both in Thailand and abroad, should join

hands in protecting Buddhism from insult and offense. And
they should take swift and pProper measures to ensure that

Buddhist symbols are not used for commercial purposes.
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